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after a reign of nine years as Prince de facto, the
present ruler of Bulgaria has only just become Prince
de jure. The Treaty then went on to proclaim com-
plete civil and religious liberty in the new principality,
provided for the payment of an annual tribute to the
Porte, and made Bulgaria responsible for a portion of
the Ottoman debt. Temporary arrangements were
drawn up for the administration of the country
under an Imperial Russian Commissary aided by a
similar Turkish official and the consuls of the other
Powers for nine months, the period which was fixed
for the occupation of both Bulgaria and Eastern
Roumelia by a Russian army of fifty thousand men.
As for the latter district it was to " remain under the
direct political and military authority" of the Sultan,
and to be administered by " a Christian Governor-
General, nominated by the Sublime Porte with the
assent of the Powers for a term of five years." But
facts were soon to prove stronger than the artificial
arrangements of diplomacy.

Thus, after nearly five centuries of Turkish bond-
age, Bulgaria was once more free. For the third
time in her long histoiy she was a practically inde-
pendent state. More fortunate than Servia and
Montenegro, she had not had to fight for her freedom
but owed it to the swords, and perhaps no less to the
pens, of foreigners. It remained for her to emanci-
pate herself from the tutelage of Russia and bid her
brothers beyond the Balkans join her in one united
Bulgarian principality.